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the event of the latter's refusing to take part in the
battle that was imminent, he could count on his,
Bulow's, assistance. Although this was, in a way-,
mutiny there came back a warm promise of ad-
herence, which was renewed at a personal meeting.
The conspirators, for such they were in fact, hoped
also for the defection of another of Bernadotte's
commanders, the Russian general, Wintzingerode.

When, the next day, which was October nth,
Blticher arrived with his army at Wettin and
found no bridge by which to cross he curtly notified
the Swedish Crown Prince that he had no alterna-
tive'but to march to Halle, where he would concen-
trate his army. He presumed, he said, that his
Royal Highness would advance towards Leipzig
and co-operate with the Bohemian army in a
combined attack on Napoleon. To this Berna-
dotte answered in general, but it must be said in
polite terms, deigning no answer however to
the suggestion of advancing towards Leipzig.

The language that Bliicher employed in private1
against Bernadotte at this juncture is not recorded,
but even his powers of rhetoric and of expletive
must have failed him in view of what subsequently
happened. Bernadotte, hearing, what was true,
that great damage had been inflicted on the
corps of Tauentzien and Thummen which he had
left in reserve on the Elbe, but entirely wrong in
his other assumptions, for Napoleon had at once
returned to face Schwarzenberg at Leipzig, sent
a letter to Blucher which showed him to be almost